DEATH REVIEWS RELATED TO NOSOCOMIAL INFECTIONS

VA Medical Center, West Palm Beach, FL

1)  All inpatient deaths are reviewed by the Infection Control Specialist (otherwise known as the Infection Control Professional – ICP) at the VA Medical Center in West Palm Beach, Florida.

All hospital deaths are reviewed to determine if an unanticipated death occurred with a hospital acquired infection.

2) The death cases are identified through a daily review of the AOD Newsletter which is printed each day.  The Infection Control Specialist also receives death notices from the Risk Management office in Quality Management Service.  (The deaths are reviewed as part of the Mortality Review Report.)  This is a double check to make sure that no death cases are overlooked.

The process utilized to determine whether the death was unanticipated is a detailed chart review.

A) First it is identified if the patient is on the Palliative Care Service and what the Code status was of the patient at the time of death.

B) Next identified is the Admission Diagnosis and date of admission.

C)  Then a Review of systems is performed which includes Progress Notes, Death Note, Microbiology Data, Invasive Procedure Notes, Surgery Reports, Imaging reports, Autopsy report when it becomes available, Problem List, inpatient medications, patient orders and any consults which have been performed (especially Infectious Disease Consults).

D) If the patient is terminally ill the immediate cause of death may actually be an infection.  But the underlying cause of death is the terminal condition. It is determined if the patient would still have expired if the infection was not present.

E) However, if the patient is not terminally ill and sustains an infection that causes the death the Infection Control Specialist would refer the case to the Risk Manager and Patient Safety Representative for an RCA. 

F) The ICP makes daily rounds in the Intensive Care Units with the multi-disciplinary team each morning and is familiar with all of the ICU patient clinical cases in detail.  This information is very helpful in determining if a death was expected in this high risk population.

G) Also, every Friday afternoon the Infectious Disease Team consisting of the Infectious Disease Physician, ICP and Clinical ID Pharmacist review all of the significant cultures which were reported out of the Microbiology lab for the entire week.  This includes all blood cultures, all cultures from sterile sites and any other significant cultures.  Cultures from patients who expired during the week are included in the review.
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