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Put the swab in the transport medium
and break the shaft at the painted
breakpoint. Sample elutes automatically
and rapidly because it is held very close
1o the surface in  totally open structure.
This does not hinder the flow dynamics,
50 the entire sample is released.




Specimens must be refrigerated within one hour of collection.





Copan Flocked Swabs with Universal Transport Media to be used for all nasopharyngeal specimen collections.


The collector must wear protective equipment including respiratory and eye protection and gloves.  Contact your Microbiology Laboratory with any questions.





Steps for Nasopharyngeal Swab Specimen Collection for Influenza Identification





Created by the University of Louisville Swine Flu Working Group – Images courtesy of Copan Diagnostics.  For more information, contact Ruth Carrico PhD RN CIC via ruth.carrico@louisville.edu
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Step 1
Insert the flockedSWAB into

the nasal passage until a siight
resistance is met.
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Rotate the swab two to three times
and hold the swab in place for

5 seconds to ensure maximum
absorbency. Strong capillary
hydraulics between the strands

of Nylon maximizes liquid

sample collection.



