Appendix ##
Infection Control for Computers

1.  Contact with computer keyboard, covers, and mouse allows transmission of resistant bacteria from the surfaces to the gloved and ungloved hands of healthcare workers.  Transmission increases with keyboard contact and the transmission rate is higher for ungloved hands than for gloved hands. Regular disinfection of computer equipment is recommended, the most important disease prevention strategy is handwashing prior to and after patient contact.

2.  Cleaning the Keyboard/Mouse:


a. It is the responsibility of the user to clean their workstation computer keyboard and mouse.  In general areas, with multiple users, the section personnel will clean fixed computer keyboard and mouse as directed.

b. The keyboard covers, and mouse of the computer workstations, especially those intended for multiple users, should be cleaned and disinfected daily, or when visibly soiled or if contaminated with blood, using the hospital approved disinfectant, Sani-Cloth Plus.

c. Before cleaning, ensure that the computer is off, shut-down, logged-off.

d. Use the Sani-Cloth Plus wipes pre-moistened with a germicidal solution; to wipe down/clean the keyboard and mouse. 
3. Do’s and Don’ts

a. Do: Wash Hands after each patient contact prior to using a device


b. Do: Clean Devices per protocol daily

c. Do: Replace keyboard covers if damaged (if used)


d. Don’t: Use Sani-Cloth wipes to clean LCD or monitor screens


e. Don’t: Forget the Mouse!


f. Don’t: Use liquid or spray disinfectants to clean your keyboard/mouse

g. Don’t: Ask Housekeeping staff to clean your keyboard! 
4.  In the healthcare environment, cutting down of the spread of microorganisms from person to person is beneficial.  A computer keyboard that is shared by many users can become a reservoir for pathogenic microorganisms.  Healthcare workers must understand that the computer is a ‘high-touch’ surface, especially if in a patient care area.  Cleaning of computer keyboards and associated equipment must be incorporated into routine cleaning procedures.  

5.  How to Order


a. For areas with DMLSS access the Sani-Cloth Plus can be ordered with the sections routine medical supply request.  Select Item Id: UMH035400, Sani-Cloth Plus, enter quantity requested, submit order (BPS/replenish).

b.  For areas without DMLSS access simply fax a request to Medical Supply, Fax # 361-4862 for Ft. Wainwright MEDDAC; or to Fax # 384-7129 for Ft. Richardson MEDDAC.  Please ensure the following information is contained on the fax request: 


-Section/Area

-POC Name/Phone #

-Request X number of Sani-Cloth Plus, UMH035400 be provided.
-Bldg #/Room# for delivery



c. Upon receipt of either type of order the product will be delivered with the next routine scheduled delivery; typically, the next available working day; following receipt of the order. 
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