



Local Implementation of CDC Swine Flu Interim Guidelines in Outpatient Settings - Low Alert Level – April 28, 2009





Education





Droplet Precautions Surgical Mask, Eye Protection





Diagnostic Testing





Airborne Precautions


N95 mask, eye protection





Non-suspect Case: 


No travel in past 7 days to States (in USA) or Countries with confirmed cases





Suspect Case:


Signs and symptoms of respiratory illness plus travel in past 7 days to area with confirmed cases (see box to the right)





Patient Seen by Clinician





Triage by Office Personnel





Patient Signs In





Give patient educational materials explaining home isolation and when to wear a mask.


Send patient home wearing a mask


Explain the need to refrain from going to work and the need to stay away from groups of people


If Epi + and clinician elects to treat, ensure patient able to obtain medication and take correctly





Limit ability of patient to contact others in the office/clinic setting


Contact health department for additional guidance





Cases have been confirmed:  In the USA:  Kansas, Ohio, California, Texas, New York, and Indiana.  In other countries:  Mexico, Israel, New Zealand, British Columbia, Nova Scotia, Scotland, Spain





Nasopharyngeal swab or nasal washing for diagnostic testing


Tests available are: rapid Influenza A, PCR, and culture


Specimen collector wears respiratory protection consistent with type of isolation, as determined in step 5.


Transport to diagnostic lab using Universal Transport Media


Transport to lab within one hour, or refrigerate








Step 6:





Step 4:





Step 3:





Step 2:





Step 1:





Clinician wears surgical mask and eye protection before entry into room


Patient can remove mask while door is closed 


Obtain epidemiologic history 








Office personnel wears surgical mask and eye protection


Patient continues to wear surgical mask


Office personnel sends patient to exam room with closed door








 A sign identifies signs and symptoms of respiratory illness/protective actions (cover cough, mask use)


 Surgical mask, tissues, and alcohol-based hand rub provided to patient


 Sign identifies designated area in waiting room


 Patient continues to wear mask while waiting








Step 5:





Created by the University of Louisville Swine Flu Working Group.  For additional information contact Ruth Carrico PhD RN CIC via ruth.carrico@louisville.edu








